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Answer three questions.

1 To what extent would you say that the Human Rights Act 1998 has had a beneficial impact upon 
English law? Give reasons for your answer and consider some of the relevant cases. [25]

2 Commercial and civil mediation has grown by 30% in the last three years.

 Explain the way mediation operates. Discuss the reasons for the increasing popularity of Alternative 
Dispute Resolution as a way of resolving disputes. [25]

3 In R v Blake and Others (2010), four armed robbers were convicted following the first criminal trial 
without a jury in England for over 400 years.

 Consider the circumstances in which a trial without a jury might be justified, giving full reasons for 
your answer. [25]

4 ‘Certainty in the law is more important than the possibility of individual hardship or injustice.’

 Discuss critically the extent to which this remains an accurate assessment of precedent and the 
hierarchical system and operation of the courts in England and Wales. [25]

5 Explore critically some of the ways in which equity ensures that fairness is a fundamental principle 
of English law. [25]

6 Discuss critically the function and jurisdiction of the Magistrates’ court in England and Wales. [25]
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